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320 Book Notices. 

been reduced to a tenth part of the population extant at the arrival of the first 
conquerors." A closer study of the sixteenth-century documents might be recom- 
mended to Mr. Stephan. No map accompanies the valuable book. A. F. B. 

Hildreth's " Japan as it Was and Is." A Handbook of Old Japan. 

Edited with supplementary Notes by Ernest W. Clement, Introduction by Wm. 

Elliott Griffis. (2 vols.) Vol. I, xxx and 401 pp. ; Vol. II, x and 388 pp. ; 

100 Illustrations, Maps, and Index. A. C. McClurg & Co., Chicago, 1906. 

(Price, $3.) 
Richard Hildreth, well known as author of Hildreth's "History of the United 
States," first published his "Japan as it Was and Is" in 1855, and later editions 
were printed in 1856 and 1861. He never visited Japan, and the purpose of his 
book is simply to help, the public to see the island empire as it appeared to succes- 
sive visitors, from the European missionaries of the sixteenth century down to the 
time at which he wrote. He prepared the book when his countrymen knew very 
little of Japan and their interest in it had been awakened by the expedition of 
Commodore Perry. It was a helpful source of information, a compilation contain- 
ing the cream of many volumes and copious quotations from them. It was not a 
consistent and digested account of Japan, for it showed that country through the 
eyes of practically all who had visited it and whose observations had been printed; 
nor was the author able to pass a critical judgment upon his material. Undoubt- 
edly many erroneous views and contradictory opinions of the land and its people 
were expressed. Still, the book served a most useful purpose by placing before 
the general reader a conscientiously-prepared summary of Japan as it appeared to 
foreign visitors. 

In a large sense the importance of the work has not diminished, in spite of the 
new and ever-growing literature on Japan. It will always be useful as a con- 
venient and faithful compilation from all the important European writers on Old 
Japan. At the present time, however, the earlier editions of the work are not so 
serviceable as might be wished, because of the old-fashioned styles of transliter- 
ation that practically disguise many Japanese words and place-names. 

Mr. Clement has performed a useful service in making the compilation thor- 
oughly available for present reference purposes. His edition is not merely a re- 
print; it is a careful revision. It is supplied with many helpful notes, is finely 
illustrated, both with old Japanese prints and modern photographs, and the crude 
and inaccurate map in the original has been replaced with an entirely new map 
prepared to show Japan as it was during those days. Mr. Clement has been 
prominent in the educational life of Japan for the past twenty years, and no one is 
better qualified than he to make the improvements that appear in this fine edition 
of Hildreth's book. 

Of course, the original title "Japan as it Was and Is" is retained, though it is 
not entirely suitable to a work which, written fifty years ago, reveals nothing of 
the modern regeneration of Japan. Mr. Clement's "Handbook of Modern Japan" 
supplements Hildreth's work, and the two together cover all of old and new 
Japan that is required by most readers. The index is excellent and the biblio- 
graphy gives the most important works in English. 



